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Finally, neither the Folk-lore theory nor the
Ritual theory can account for the connection of the
Grail Legend with the Legend of King Arthur. Even
such an early authority as Robert do Borron found
great difficult3~ ia combining the Grail and Arthur
themes. Some believe that Robert de Borron had
himself combined the Grail saga and the Arthur saga,
others that he had found them already combined in
some Latin source. Another view is that it was left
to Chmstien de Troyes to unite the two sagas (cf.
Baumgarmer, GwuicJtfo dor WeltUteratur, Vol. V, p.
96). Bat if our theory of the Grail being identical
with the Royal Glory is accepted, there will be no diffi-
culty in explaining the connection. For, in the Irani-
an legends, which doubtless accompanied Mithraism
into ancient Britain, we have the common parentage
of the Arthurian Cycle and the Quest of the Holy
Grail, The presence and importance of Arthur in
both the Cymric and Welsh traditions are accounted for,
since the Iranian legends, in which Kai Khusran and
his Round Table figured so largely, were extremely
likely to influence the lands where Mithraism had
secured for generations such an important footing.
For, the garrisons, which manned the Walls of Severus
and Hadrian, contained a great many devotees of
Mithraism. We note in particular that Mithraio
monuments and descriptions axe to be found in ancient
Britain in the forts near the Vallum in Northern
Britain and at Caeileon-on-Usk or York.